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GREATEST NEED
So the first and the greatest need of the hour is to see that
an atmosphere of peace prevails everywhere. If we still have any
doubt about the need for peace, we should shed it. We must get
control over the goondas. They, too, are our brothers. We cannot
disown them nor can we afford to submit to them. If we allow
ourselves to be ruled by them, the country will not have swaraj
but goonda raj. To let them rule is to destroy both themselves and
us. We must know, however, that the public will not tolerate
goonda raj even for a moment. Rather than incur the risk of
immediate danger to life and property held by goonda raj, the public
will instantly welcome the protection offered by the Government.
We must, therefore, find out the goondas, discuss things with them
in a friendly spirit, explain to them what is best for our dharma
and our country and entreat them not to obstruct national work
by their rioting. Let nobody suppose that all this will take a long
time. It can be done in Bombay in a fortnight, I look upon the
goondas as plain and simple folk misguided into wrong ways through
their karma. We, in our blind selfishness, have led them into evil
ways or kept them there. Hence, it should be easy for us to
ensure that they do not interfere in this holy fight of ours. They
can be persuaded to desist from their usual looting and fighting for
the duration of the non-co-operation movement. If we cannot ex-
ercise even that much influence over them we shall prove Ourselves
unfit for swaraj. Suppose the British power left India; who then
will protect us against the evil ways of the goondas ? This is not to
be decided after we have won swaraj. It is rather a pre-condition
of our winning it that we answer the question now. If we cannot
win them over through love, we certainly do not have the strength
of arms to control them. Besides, a person like me would at any
rate prefer to die at their hands rather than try to save his life
by killing them.
DIFFICULTIES IN THIS
This change is easy to bring about, but there are difficulties
in the way. At present, six different views prevail in the country.
1.  People who believe that swaraj is impossible except through
violence and bloodshed.   They are, therefore, utilizing the pevail-
ing atmosphere of peace to prepare for violence.
2.  Those who think that our interests will be served through
both the methods, of violence and of non-violence, used simulta-
neously, and so welcome incidents of violence.   The aim of these
people is not self-purification but only harassment of the Government,